Mr. Jerry Greer Chandler
July 16, 1948 - August 15, 2019

Jerry Greer Chandler of Anniston, AL passed into eternal peace on August 15, 2019.
Parkinson’s Disease took his life, but not his spirit. He fought until his final days and was
surrounded by the love of his family at every moment.
He passed away in Jacksonville, AL – a city he knew and loved as an Assistant Professor
in the Department of Communication at Jacksonville State University for 30 years.
Chandler was an award-winning and prolific journalist, as well as Professor Emeritus at
JSU. His journalism career started in Anniston,as news director for WHMA. His writing
talents and passion for aviation took him around the world. His name was on the byline of
numerous aviation industry websites and trade magazines including Frequent Flyer,
Aircraft Maintenance Technology, cheapflights.com and airlineratings.com, along with
notable publications including the New York Times, The Financial Times of London and
Time magazine. He was a guest on national media outlets, including NPR and CNN, and
contributed to the PBS NOVA documentary, “Why Planes Crash.” In June 2017, he was
honored with a Lifetime Achievement Award at the Aerospace Media Awards in Paris,
France.
On August 2, 1985, Chandler witnessed the immediate aftermath of the horrific crash of
Delta Airlines Flight 191 at Dallas/Fort Worth International Airport. The tragedy led to
sweeping changes in flight safety regarding wind shear detection. Chandler’s experience
pushed him to write Fire and Rain, a New York Times best-seller. He worked as a
consultant on the screenplay for a television movie based on his book.
Chandler understood the fragility of life. As a combat medic with the 101st Airborne
Division during the Vietnam War - during which time he was awarded a Purple Heart - and
later covering the 1977 crash of Southern Airways Flight 242 in New Hope, GA and the
Delta crash - he knew with great depth every second with those you love is a gift. He
found beauty in everyday moments. In his last days, we found beauty in the gift of being
able to say goodbye.

His writing skills were matched only by his humility and work ethic. You would never find
him resting on any laurels – just working on his next story.
Church and family were a central part of Chandler’s life. He found deep purpose in serving
as a lector at Sacred Heart of Jesus Catholic Church. He and his wife, Kathy, marked 49
years of marriage shortly before his passing. Chandler shared his love of travel and writing
with his five children, using both to open their eyes to the broader world. He loved to read
to his grandchildren. He has an extended family around the world comprised of his former
JSU students, who made him so proud with their solid and ethical work in the field of
journalism and other professions.
Jerry Chandler is survived by his wife, Kathy, of Anniston; sister, Gayna of Dallas, TX;
brother, Andy, of Seymour, TN; sister-in-law and guardian angel, Beth Brouilette of
Anniston; and five children, four daughters-in-law, one son-in-law and 12 grandchildren:
William Chandler of Clemson, SC, his wife, Meghan, and grandsons Liam, John Patrick,
and Finn; Geoffrey Chandler of Garner, NC, his wife, Stacy, and granddaughter Nora;
Elizabeth Chandler Hood of Johns Creek, GA, her husband, Dr. Josh Hood, and
grandsons John Dominic, Leo, and Isaac, and granddaughter Frances; Dr. Joseph
Chandler of Birmingham, his wife, Tonya, grandson Jack, and granddaughter Cece; and
Nicholas Chandler (MAJ, USA) of Fayetteville, NC, his wife, Dr. Ashley Chandler,
grandson, Ben, and Ben’s soon-to-arrive baby brother.
Chandler is reunited with his beloved and devoted mother, Gwynne; father, Lewis; fatherin-law, Rev. Mr. William Taffee and mother-in-law & confidant, Mrs. Lois Taffee, along with
many other family members and friends.
A Funeral Mass will be held at 10 AM on Friday, August 23, 2019, at Sacred Heart of
Jesus Catholic Church with Rev. John McDonald officiating. Burial with military honors will
follow at Forestlawn Gardens. The family will receive friends at the church on Thursday
evening from 5-7 pm followed by a prayer service at 7 pm.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations be made in Chandler’s honor to
Sacred Heart of Jesus Catholic Church in Anniston, the Parkinson’s Foundation at
parkinson.org or JSU’s Department of Communication.
K.L. Brown Memory Chapel
620 Golden Springs Road
Anniston, AL 36207
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Comments

“

he was my grandfather and was the nicest man i ever met he was also a great role
mode

john - September 17, 2019 at 10:32 AM

“

I had the privilege of working with Jerry for several years when I was an editor with
Air Transport World magazine and Jerry was a contributing writer. Jerry was always a
pleasure to work with. His professionalism, attention to detail and commitment to
getting the story right were the marks of a true journalist. He was also a genuinely
decent and caring individual. My thoughts and prayers go out to his family and loved
ones.
Perry Flint

Perry A Flint - August 19, 2019 at 02:12 PM

“

Thank you, Perry. He loved what he did and it was evident in everything he wrote. Your
prayers mean a lot to us now. -The Chandler Family
Elizabeth Hood - August 19, 2019 at 03:00 PM

“

Jerry, you were such an amazing person. Brilliant and always kind, caring and
positive. There are so many who miss you already.

Patty Chandler - August 18, 2019 at 02:04 PM

“

Thank you, Patty. Sending love your way.
Elizabeth Hood - August 19, 2019 at 03:00 PM

“

I had the pleasure and honor of working with Jerry at Cheapflights - where he made
huge contributions to the company. He was the force behind the very popular blog,
brought a high level of professionalism and was one of the best colleagues I have
worked with. I am so saddened with his passing. He was not only a great colleague
but also a good friend. My sympathies to his wonderful family - he loved you so
much.

Lisa Underkoffler - August 17, 2019 at 08:18 AM

“

Lisa, thank you. He loved working with Cheapflights and talked about it quite a bit. Thank
you for sharing your memories of him. -The Chandler Family
Elizabeth Hood - August 19, 2019 at 03:09 PM

“

Mr. Chandler was such an incredible man. His passion for Communication and
Journalism was inspiring to all JSU Communication Majors. I remember the joy he
brought to teaching many classes from Intro To Mass Communication,
Communication Law, Journalism Broadcasting Courses for Radio/TV, and being our
biggest supporter in our Communication Internships. He was incredibly proud of
every student, he encouraged us to work hard, study hard, believe in ourselves and
to pursue our dreams. I know I will always be grateful for the impact he made on my
life and all the things he taught me as a professor and mentor. He will be dearly
missed by all who knew him and loved him. I am keeping his family in my prayers
may God give you all comfort, peace, and much love.

Leslie Gober - August 17, 2019 at 03:27 AM

“

Thank you, Leslie. His students meant the world to him and he was always so proud to see
their accomplishments.
Elizabeth Hood - August 19, 2019 at 03:10 PM

“

He was my advisor, mentor, colleague, friend and biggest supporter. He was a
wonderful person. He cared about all of his students and was like a proud parent
when one of us did well.

Pam Hill - August 16, 2019 at 08:48 PM

“

Pam, you are right - his students were a part of his family. Thank you for sharing this. -The
Chandler Family
Elizabeth Hood - August 19, 2019 at 03:11 PM

“

Mr. Chandler helped me with after I got in a bad car accident and had to withdraw
from school for a couple of months. I was behind and feeling inadequate to my
classmates. His honesty kept me from just giving up at the last minute. He told me I
wasn’t much of a writer but my voice and charisma was too good to not be used for
some sort of event platform or radio. He helped me when I was struggling with
assignments due to doctors appointments and therapy. And assured me just
because I was walking with a cane didn’t mean I should feel sorry for myself. He was
a sweet man, a tough professor, a knowledgeable human being and I hope his soul
is resting beautifully.

Raven Pugh - August 16, 2019 at 06:42 PM

“

Raven, thank you for this beautiful tribute to my dad. His honesty was never harsh and
always helpful.
Elizabeth Hood - August 19, 2019 at 03:19 PM

