Mr. Robert Ward Kitchens
January 16, 1961 - August 3, 2019

Funeral services for SSGT Robert Ward Kitchens, 58, (USMC, ret) will be at 11 am on
Tuesday, August 13, 2019 at Alabama National Cemetery in Montevallo.
Robert passed away on August 3, 2019.
Robert was born in Calhoun County and served his country in the United States Marine
Corps and retired from active duty in 1993. He was a veteran of Operation Desert Storm.
Robert was a helicopter Structures Mechanic and received the Sea Service Deployment
Ribbon, the National Defense Service Medal, a Good Conduct Medal, the Southwest Asia
Service Medal, the Kuwait Liberation Medal, the Navy Unit Commendation, the Navy
Achievement Medal, and the Combat Action Ribbon.
Robert is preceded in death by his father, Robert L. Kitchens, and a sister, Kaye Evelyn
Kitchens.
He is survived by his mother, Joyce Kitchens; daughters, Caitlin Elizabeth Kitchens and
Sydney Nicole Kitchens; a son, Ward Louis (Wilson) Kitchens; grandchildren, Ava, age 7,
and Hunter, age 3; a sister, Beverly Palmer; his aunt and uncle, Betsy and Gary Batson;
nieces and nephews, Brooke Brock, Blaire Barbaria, James Gilley, Mandy Arnett, and
Josh Palmer; and numerous great nieces and nephews.
In lieu of flowers, the family respectfully requests memorials be made to The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, 1217 Lenlock Lane, Anniston, AL 36206.

Cemetery
Alabama National Cemetery
3133 Highway 119
Montevallo, AL, 35115

Comments

“

Robert is my cousin. He needed help and the government blew him off. I am a retired
Navy Nurse. I tried to help him. I wanted to go to appointments with him and show
my tail to get him the treatment he needed. He would not let me. I watched him spiral
further down his black hole and was helpless to help him. I loved him since the day
he was born and will miss him for the rest of my life. Fair winds and following seas
Staff Sargent Robert W. Kitchens.

Lt. Patricia G. Cather, NC, USN, Ret - August 28, 2019 at 03:45 AM

“

Robert and I served together at the start of our journey as Marines. He was my
brother as he was a fellow Marine. I will cherish the good memories we created
together as young Jarheads and how work was somehow less stressful with the
sense of humor he shared. His orders in hand, I take comfort in knowing he no
longer suffers and is without a doubt on duty guarding the gates of heaven. Rest in
peace Robert, Semper Fidelis. I'll take the next watch...

Sven Laamann - August 15, 2019 at 12:05 PM

“

My heart is broken at the loss of Robert. I met Robert in the late 1990’s & called him
friend since. Robert was a smart, witty man with an amazing sense of humor. I know
how he suffered both mentally and physically. I truly wish I had known his level of
despair. I love and miss you my friend. Prayers to his family, may God bring you
comfort and strength. Beth Patterson

Beth Patterson - August 07, 2019 at 07:46 PM

“

Bob was one of my Marines circa 1984ish while stationed on MCAS Futenma,
Okinawa. We maintained our friendship after I retired in 1987. I found Bob to be a
very unique and outstanding Marine. We talked frequently, I was his best man in his
first wedding at his moms and dads house. Bob came to visit with me several times.
I don't know what he was exposed to in the first Gulf war but he had all the
symptoms of residual gas agent exposure. The physical problems he experienced
were just too confounding for it to be anything else. But, of course the government
denied any responsibility. Bob suffered physically, mentally and emotionally greatly
over the years.
Each year his pain was greater than the last. Bob would call me frequently but his
calls gradually diminishing over the years. When he was upset and depressed more
than once I told him to put his weapon up somewhere and put his ammunition some
where else so it would take time and effort to retrieve them. Hopefully building in a
cooling off period as he tried to retrieve it.
His time on this earth cut short by a government that couldn't take care of him as
they promised they would. Seemed like he was schuffled from one provider to
another not to better help him but to shorten their waiting list of veterans. Shame on
them.
Robert Kitchens was a very good man that was kind and considerate with an
incredible sense of humor. He was an outstanding Marine that lead his Marines to
accomplish the groups missions and took care of his men. He was a good son who
tried to take care of his mother as best he could.
Robert... dad-gum it I miss you. Why didn't you call me Marine? I'm so sorry your
story had to end too soon. I'm sorry I wasn't there to protect you from this.
OORAH Marine! .... Carry on Staff Sergeant Kitchens. Take your post.

Roger Lalik - August 07, 2019 at 01:09 PM

“

Bob and I have been friends for 37 years. We were brothers in arms and served in
Desert Storm together. I enjoyed talking with Bob and our conversations always went
back to better times. I will miss my friend and brother. Fair Winds and Following Seas
SSgt Robert Ward Kitchens USMC

Marty Habecker - August 06, 2019 at 09:10 AM

“

I first met Bob Kitchens when he and I were Sergeants, back in 1982. We worked
together for the next three years and have been close friends since. I will always
remember Bob as that young Sgt. and SSgt. that I had served with, but will never
forget the battles that he fought later in his life.
Semper Fidelis.

Bernie Ball - August 05, 2019 at 11:30 PM

“

Bob Kitchens was a good Marine. We served together in the Gulf War. I am proud to
call him my friend. I realize his heath and personal condition has deteriorated over
the years. That’s the price that some pay for defending freedom. Please don’t judge
the man that he is, but remember the man that he was. Semper Fi my friend. Rest
easy.

Jim Hartman - August 05, 2019 at 07:24 PM

“

We are so sorry for your loss. Prayers of peace and comfort for the family during this
time of sorrow.
Mike and Cathy Rose

Cathy Rose - August 05, 2019 at 05:36 PM

