Mr. Ray Emanuel
November 28, 1945 - April 8, 2018

Funeral service for Mr. Ray Emanuel, 72, of Anniston, AL will be held at 2 p.m. on
Tuesday, April 10, 2018 at Parker Memorial Baptist Church in Anniston with Dr. Mack
Amis and Dr. Larry Wimberly officiating. The family will receive friends from noon until the
service hour at the church.
Ray passed away on Sunday, April 8, 2018 at home following an extended illness.
Born in Scottsboro, AL, Ray grew up singing sacred harp music on the radio with his
mother and siblings. Jesus Christ, his Lord and Savior, and his family were most dear to
his heart. He was a great provider, husband, father, grandfather, brother, and friend. He
will be missed by all who knew and loved him.
Survivors include his wife, Linda Mullins Emanuel; sons Erik (Miranda) Emanuel of
Albertville, AL and Tyler (Kendall) Emanuel of Oxford, AL; his sons’ mother, Freida
Emanuel of Oxford, AL; stepdaughter Julie (West) Harris, of Birmingham AL; brother,
Anthony (Patty) Emanuel of Trenton, GA; sister, Annette Broome of Lookout Mtn, TN;
grandchildren Isaac, Mallory, Zoe & Levi Emanuel; Hilton Emanuel; Anson, Will and
Rachel Harris; and numerous nieces and nephews.
Ray is preceded in death by his parents, Nellie Emanuel Reaves and Clifford Winston
Emanuel.
Pallbearers will be Richard Banks, Terry Harris, Henry Hobbs, Bo Bishop, Mark Whitlow,
Robert Herring, Sr., and Larry Troup.
Ray was a graduate of Dade County High School in Trenton, GA. He attended
Jacksonville State University where he played college football. Though undersized, Ray
excelled as a wide receiver and helped the Gamecocks win two conference
championships. He played and coached under Coach Jim Blevins and Coach Charlie Pell.
After college, he spent the first part of his career inspiring young people as a much loved

and well respected high school and college football coach. Ray’s coaching stints included
several area high schools and the University of North Alabama in Florence, AL. He was
passionate about coaching and known for making a difference in his players’ lives.
Ray transitioned from coaching into the insurance industry where his discipline and
excellent work ethic led to his success as District Manager with Alfa Insurance Company.
After a diagnosis of Alzheimer's, he retired to spend time with family and friends.
Ray brought joy, laughter, and inspiration to everyone who knew him. He was known as a
consummate story-teller with a great sense of humor. He was always one to tell a funny
tale and loved to make you laugh, maybe even pull a practical joke or two.
The family wants to thank Ray’s caregivers, Kendall Emanuel, Delphine Lockette, Russell
Allen, Janice Shephard, and Anthony McNeil. A special thank you to dear friend and
caregiver Helen Railey.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to JSU Disaster Relief or JSU Football Program
in memory of Ray Emanuel and mailed to JSU Foundation, Inc., Rock House, 700 Pelham
Road North, Jacksonville, Al 36265 (www.jsu.edu).
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Comments

“

An external video has been added.

K.L. Brown Memory Chapel - April 10, 2018 at 12:33 PM

“

Inspirational coach for sure was Coach Emanuel. He the rest of the staff helped us in
high school to appreciate effort in a sport. I missed him even after high school. It's
men like this who teach you to fight against the odds and exceed at every
opportunity. Hate to see him come out of the game. -Guy Mitchell

Guy Mitchell - April 13, 2018 at 05:46 PM

“

Gerry and I are so sad. Your family is in our hearts and prayers. Our deepest
sympathy, Gerry and Anne King

Gerry King - April 11, 2018 at 08:18 PM

“

Ray was always a special friend from JSU years!! I was a Ballerina and saw him
everyday as he walked with fellow football players to and from classes. He was a
friendly and fun loving his whole career. He was loved by many and will be greatly
missed!

Susan Ulrey - April 11, 2018 at 12:48 AM

“

What an honor to have cared for this man. Thank you for allowing me a glimpse of an
amazing man. I know he was well loved and cared for.
Linda Duran RN
Lakeside Hospice

Linda Duran - April 10, 2018 at 06:34 PM

“

Dearest Linda and family: Sending our deepest sympathy with prayers for you all.
Thankful for Ray's life and the positive impact he has had on so many lives. His
legacy of love lives on in our lives. Thankful to be in class with you and him at
church, and "J" Club at JSU. Much love...
The Stubbs' family,
Richard, Debbie, and Ricky

Richard Stubbs - April 09, 2018 at 09:07 PM

“

Dear Linda,
My thoughts go out to you and your family. I was going to try to make the visitation but I’m
in NC. I hope that I can visit you at your home soon. I can only remember Ray smiling and
he never had a bad word to say about anyone. I remember when he told me he was going
to marry you. He was the proudest man alive. You have always been so good to him and
he loved to tell me so. I pray.for you and your family. Please remember the good times That
was the way he would have wanted it.
Pam Wilder
pamela wilder - April 10, 2018 at 05:25 PM

“

Debbie Thomas lit a candle in memory of Mr. Ray Emanuel

Debbie Thomas - April 09, 2018 at 04:19 PM

“

Erik and Tyler Emanuel's aunt.
Ray was loved by our family (Hutcheson). We enjoyed traveling to watch his football
games. He loved sports and coaching. He loved his sons deeply.
He was an inspiration to all that knew him. His memory will be held close to our hearts.
Debbie - April 09, 2018 at 04:25 PM

“

Linda ,JoAnn and I are so sorry to hear about Ray's Passing. unfortunately we will be
in Fairhope Al the day of Ray's services .We send you our condolences since we
cannot attend his services.

Tommy Zito - April 09, 2018 at 12:41 PM

“

I personally would like to thank Ray for hiring me at Alfa Insurances. We went on a lot of
Alfa trips together ,we Played a lot of golf on those trips,
I still have my large Alfa white towel that he though was a great gift for playing in golf outing
with Alfa. The best time we had was when he, Larry McKinney, Rick Sanford and my self
went to Panama City Fl. for a week end of golf we played 54 holes in one day. Our trip
started when Ray took the wrong road out of Troy Al, we stopped at a Alfa office to get
direction 6 hrs later we arrived in PC ,I became the designated driver for the weekend..1st
morning as always Ray had a bloody Mary, forgot his sox, and while I was in the Bathroom
he turn the lights off leaving me sitting in complete darkness. We four became good golfing
buddies. I call them my three Amigos. Ray will be missed by us ,may he rest in peace. "Z"
is what he always call me.
Tommy J Zito
Tommy Zito - April 09, 2018 at 01:20 PM

“

I had my first contact with Coach Emanuel in the Spring of 1978 at football practice.
Coach was fierce, consistent and always about getting better every play. I learned so
much about football from Coach and also learned a lot about myself. To this day I tell
friends and family about what a coach he was on and off the field. Because my last
name was Nuckolls he began to call me Knute the rest of my time with him. The
attached picture is etched in my brain as everyday at practice with Coach Emanuel.
He also called everybody Hon too and I loved that. My condolences for you loss
know that your father positively impacted dozens of FCHS football players.
Kyle Nuckolls
Class of 1980

kyle - April 09, 2018 at 11:51 AM

