Elizabeth Ann Mason
December 24, 1959 - November 18, 2017

Funeral services for Elizabeth Ann Mason, 57, of Houston, Texas, will be at 11:00 am,
Wednesday, November 22, 2017, at K.L. Brown Funeral Home in Jacksonville, Alabama
with interment following at Greenlawn Memorial Gardens. The family will be receiving
friends on Tuesday, November 21, 2017, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at K.L. Brown Funeral
Home.
A memorial service will be held at Clear Lake United Methodist Church, in Houston, Texas
on Saturday, November 25, 2017, at 11:00 a.m. with a reception to follow.
Beth passed on Saturday, November 18, 2017, after a long battle with breast cancer. Beth
fought the disease with all her strength and with all her will. She believed that she could
use her experiences to help others, and served as a guide, resource and friend to many
who also faced this battle. She had a prayer team of people all across the country who
loved and supported her.
Beth was born on December 24, 1959, in Anniston, Alabama. She is a graduate of
Burroughs High School in Ridgecrest, California, and of Jacksonville State University in
Jacksonville, Alabama. At JSU, she was active in the Baptist Campus Ministry and a
lifelong fan of the Marching Southerners and Ballerinas.
After graduating from JSU, Beth moved to Houston, Texas, and began a career of more
than 30 years supporting the U.S. Space Program. She served as a Data Management
Specialist for the International Space Station, joining the project in the late 1980’s and
spent the last 21 years employed by Boeing. She was extremely proud of her role in the
space program and received multiple awards for her work. She was invited as a guest to a
number of Space Shuttle launches in recognition of her contributions.
She was an active member of Clear Lake United Methodist Church in Houston, Texas,
and was a member of the choir for more than thirty years. She was a key part of the
singles ministry and active in her Sunday School class. Beth also served on a number of

church committees.
She is survived by her sister, Lynn Mason Crook (Rob), of Winfield, Alabama; a brother,
Craig Mason (Muriel), of Olathe, Kansas; a niece, Megan Crook, of Winfield, Alabama;
nephews, Kevin Crook (Hannah), attending the University of Alabama, Huntsville, Alan
Mason, attending The Ohio State University, and Larry Mason, attending Jacksonville
State University; and great nephew and niece, Caison and Karissa Crook of Huntsville,
Alabama. She is also survived by her stepfather, Ronald Mikatarian (Diana), of Houston,
Texas and stepbrothers, Doug Mikatarian (Michelle), of Pleasanton, California, and Jeff
Mikatarian (Kim), of Huntsville, Alabama. She had a very close relationship with her aunt,
Ann Sewell Key (John), of Merritt Island, Florida, and is survived by numerous cousins
and relatives. She is also survived by a large number of dear friends who have cared for
her and supported her.
She was preceded in death by her parents, Alan C. Mason and Jean Sewell Mason
Mikatarian, and by her grandparents, Edward Bonds and Geraldine Merritt Sewell of
Jacksonville, Alabama, and Walter A. and Mary Ann Smith Mason, also of Jacksonville,
Alabama.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations to The Rose organization
(www.therose.org), St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital (www.stjude.org) or the cancer
society that means the most to you.
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Comments

“

Beth was one of the first people I got to know when i started working on the ISS
Program. She was always one of the warmest and most helpful people I have ever
know. She always took time to say hi and see how I was. Her warm and loving nature
will certainly be missed! Rest in peace Beth, you earned it!!

Sammie Falls - November 27, 2017 at 12:36 PM

“

Beth’s sister Lynn was my best friend for years growing up together in Ridgecrest.
Beth was a loving and understanding sister and friend to all of us who hung out at
the Mason’s home. My heart is broken that we had to say goodbye to her on earth so
soon. I am praising God that she has finally achieved her ultimate healing with Christ
and look forward to seeing her again in Heaven. All my Love and Prayers to those
left behind, may Jesus fill the void left in her absence.
Jan Aslanian Schultz

Jan Aslanian Schultz - November 22, 2017 at 10:59 PM

“

Beth and I were roommates at Jax St. We had so much fun together. She made me
laugh and taught me how to cook strawberry Cobbler. Beth was a wonderful friend
who loved to sing and loved Jesus. Until we meet again, sweet Beth!

Susie Samuels Gowens - November 21, 2017 at 07:40 PM

“

Words cannot express the loss I have felt since I discovered we all lost our precious
Beth. She was first my Boeing lead, then my Boeing sister, my neighbor, but most of
all, my friend. Her and her family took me in immediately when I went to work for
Boeing several years ago; knowing barely anyone in the entire area, having only
lived here a short time, she made me feel as if I had a Houston family. Her family
welcomed my son and me for holiday get-togethers, birthdays, and all sorts of
special occasions, including space related events. ISS and Beth go hand in hand.
She was, and always will be, in my heart. I am devastated and heartbroken, but I
know her fight was strong, her will was immense, and she gave it, as well as
everything important to her in her life, her absolute best. She set a really high
standard for humanity, as far as I am concerned. To always be cheerful, even under
the gloomiest circumstances, and yet maintain grace and calm, always made me
aspire to be as sensitive a soul, as calm and collected, as Beth. We have lost a great
one. She's with the loving family she missed so much. RIP, my friend.

Lucie Delheimer - November 21, 2017 at 06:39 PM

“

Beth was one of the first people I met when I moved to Texas and began work on
ISS. She was one of the kindest, most patient people I've ever met. We had many
good times at work and play and I will never forget her with her bubbly personality
and contagious laugh and smile. I was happy to be able to see her several times
after leaving Houston and keep in touch with her. I am proud to call her my friend and
will remember her always. My condolences to the family. She spoke often and
affectionately of you all.

Pam Strader - November 21, 2017 at 05:47 PM

“

Beth was one of the first people that I was mentored by when I joined the ISS
Program back in 1995. She truly was one of the most kind, ever so patient, and
genuine people that I have ever come across. She always took the time to help those
around her and always, always with a smile and a laugh. Gone way too soon, but I
am blessed to have known her. My sincerest condolences to the family.

Diana DiMartino - November 21, 2017 at 05:29 PM

“

I too was blessed to work with Beth on the ISS Program. She was always cheerful
regardless of what she was going through. She always took time to help me with my
“hot” projects in the midst of all the other hot things she had on her plate. Her can do
attitude and her caring will be greatly missed.

Gail Wilson - November 21, 2017 at 01:39 PM

“

How blessed I was to have Beth as my co-worker and long-time friend. Beth was a
truly kind and beautiful person who always saw the good in everything. Beth quickly
became a dear friend when she was a college intern at the same company I worked
for. She was a bright star in the world and lived her life with grace, dignity, and a
great sense of humor. Her devotion to and pride in her family and friends was
legendary. Beth’s time here on Earth was too short, but well done. Lynn, Craig and
family – prayers for peace during this difficult time.

Camille Hogan - November 21, 2017 at 12:14 PM

“

Beth was my mentor during my 2 years as an intern at Boeing. She was such a
beautiful soul inside and out. Beth taught me everything I know about CM/DM. She
helped me with everything I needed to know with her kind words of encouragement.
For that I can never forget how much of a helpful person she was with everything she
had going on in her life. I will remember all the laughs and fun we shared. Our
common similarities on having family in Alabama, and love for the ERU group will
stick with me forever. I feel honored and blessed to have met you, I'm glad I got to
experience working with such a genuine soul. My condolences go out to her entire
family.
With love,
Elton Whitman III "Trey"

Elton Whitman III "Trey" - November 21, 2017 at 11:06 AM

“

I sang in the choir at Clear Lake United Methodist for about 3 years and kept in touch
with her on FB and followed her battle with cancer. She was simply one of the
neatest ladies I've ever known. She was such a kind and gentle leader in the choir
and on committees at church. I loved her joy for life. I found her inspiring and looked
forward to every post she made because she always seemed to reach out to friends
and family in such caring ways. Her pride for the accomplishments of NASA and her
role in that, was very special, indeed. She was so excited when the shuttle was
relaunched after Columbia. I was so blessed to know her and am so sorry for the
loss her family must feel.

Evelyn Garland - November 21, 2017 at 10:44 AM

“

I was privileged to work with Beth on the International Space Station (ISS) program
in Houston for the past 11 years. She was a beautiful person, inside and out. Always
professional and very personable at the same time. She is greatly missed. My
sincerest condolences to her family and coworkers.

Cindy Price - November 20, 2017 at 04:28 PM

“

Beth was a long-time friend and colleague for over 20 years on the ISS program. I
respected her intelligence and work ethic, and I appreciated her friendship and
support. She will be missed.
Mary Lins

Mary Lins - November 20, 2017 at 02:36 PM

